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Abstract


The present study explores what motivates 60 individuals, from various clubs in Cagayan de Oro, Bukidnon, Cotabato City and Davao to engage in Airsoft. The researcher an Airsoft enthusiast himself believes that such a study could help develop and promote the sport of Airsoft here in the country.  This study aims to idetify the reasons for engaging in Airsoft as opposed to other sports, examine if there are underlying changes between initial and present motives for participation, describe both the liked and disliked aspects of the sport and to suggest what causes individuals to halt or withdraw from Airsoft participation. 


An open-ended questionnaire was developed to collect the necessary data for the study. The results were mostly consistent with Weiss and Chaumenton's  (1992) summary of participation motivation in common sports and exercises. Among the most notable resaons for engaging in Airsoft included contextual factors, enjoyment and team aspects. The same reasons were also noted as the top liked aspects of the sport. On the other hand, dishonest players , over killing and expenses were among the aspects of the sport player's dislike. Reasons for halting participation from the sport included health related issues, expenses and being busy with other commitments. Understanding why individuals engage and withdraw in Airsoft  is critical in order to customize and structure the sport in a way that would meet the needs of its participants. 
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